University of Dayton

eCommons
Father Alfred Boeddeker Collection

Marian Library Special Collections

5-1-1975

Report: 25 Years of Marian Apostolate
Alfred Boeddeker

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/ml_boeddeker

eCommons Citation
Boeddeker, Alfred, "Report: 25 Years of Marian Apostolate" (1975). Father Alfred Boeddeker Collection. 9.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/ml_boeddeker/9

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Marian Library Special Collections at eCommons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Father Alfred Boeddeker Collection by an authorized administrator of
eCommons. For more information, please contact mschlangen1@udayton.edu, ecommons@udayton.edu.

REPORT

25 Years of Marian Aposto1ate

Rev. Alfred Boeddeker, O.F.M., Marian Center, 135 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, CA 94102

\
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25 YEARS OF MARIAN APOSTOLATE
SAN FRANCISCO'S MARIAN CENTER

Introduction

In the galaxy of Catholic activities which draw their inspiration from
St. Boniface Church in downtown San Francisco, California, there is one which
might be singled out as of special interest to the Mariological Congress:

our

Marian Center.
Though focusing in on that favored Lady, it has always combined Christ
with Mary, "with whom she is joined by an inseparable bond to the saving work
of her Son."

(Vat.II Liturgy n.l03)

While admitting that shrines and festivals may help to honor Mary, the
Center strove to establish authentic Marian devotion upon the solid foundation
of biblical study and understanding according to the mind of Mother Church.
Through God's Providence, it has exerted great influence upon its city and state,
reaching even distant parts of the United States and the world.
existence have had phenomenal results.

Its 25 years of
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The writer and many of his present staff lived through these eventful years
and know the facts and even the color and excitement that surrounded them.
Credit for the achievements of the Center belongs to that lovely Lady.
this report se=vc as a blueprint fo=

o~hers,

to study, copy, and perfect.

This paper shows our Center's activities in three major sections:
local San Francisco Bay Area;
national field. 2

May

b) the national (U.S.Am.) level;

a) the

c) the inter-

1. Material of this paper was taken from official sources: St. Boniface Parish
Bulletin, its Marian Society's communications, the Centennial Book (St. Boniface
1860-1960), Marian Center files, its own Newsletters, the Chronicles of the Franciscan Marian Commission for the United States (its minutes, Survey booklet, the
two National Congresses, and International Congresses).
2. Often two or all three of these operations were active at the same time, even
over a long period.
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Section One
OUR MARIAN CENTER AT WORK IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

I - GETTING STARTED
1. Beginnings
The Marian Center fou:td its life seed in the "St. Boniface Marian Society," which was
1
started by the writer December 4, 1949.
With no business meetings, no officers, no dues,
it united lovers of Mary, and strove to spread love, knowledge and honor for her in and
beyond the parish.
The Society's work began in the parish offices, with the pastor aided by his lay staff
(Beth Payne, William Queen, Ella Ryan).
panding work.

By 1960, these offices were too small for our ex-

A distinct complex of rooms was occupied with a specialized Marian library

and a secretary-librarian.

The lay staff and volunteers helped in writing letters, gather-

ing material, cataloguing, contacting writers and speakers, directing all operations.
All fields were entered:

theological, biblical, liturgical, cultural, popular;

lectures, seminars, art and musical events;

TV and radio programs.

All centered on the

one theme - Mary.
The Library collected, classified, and circulated
world, in many languages.
tion of current

¥~rian

It kept an up-do-date list of "Recommended Readings"; a collec-

periodicals, foreign and domestic;

file, indexed by subject;
2. Other Marian

Marian books from all parts of the

Lib~aries

a newspaper-magazine clipping

a union catalog of Marian books in other libraries.
and Centers

Need for such centers is clear.

Mariologists, students, and others frequent them to

receive, increase, and distribute Marian knowledge.
To commemorate the Immaculate Conception definition jubilee,
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lished (1904) in Rome the first Marian Library.2 France has several:
Dreux;

Belgium -

B~fu~~ux;

North Ireland - Benburg.

Canadien, Nicolet, Province of Quebec,
Roger Brien, S.G.G. 4

3

Servite Fathers estabPontmain, Vauban,

Canada has the important Centre Marial

promoted by the distinguished layman, Commander

The pioneer was Fr. Jose Marie Escola Cugat, missionary, founder (1862) of the
5
Pontifical and Royal Marian Bibliographical Academy, Lerida, Spain.
1. He has been Pastor of St. Boniface Church, San Francisco, since August 29, 1949.
2. Outgrowing quarters in the Pontifical Leonine College and Pontifical Appolinaris Seminary,
the Library was transferred to the College of St. Alexius Falconieri, with Fr. Gabriel M.
P.:lschini, O.S.M., director. It became the nucleus of the International Marian Center, 1945.
3. Program includea the magazine "Marie, Marian Tracts"; Museum of Marian ikons; press servlce to over 100 periodicals; sanctuary with statue, Our Lady of the Interior Life.
4. Others in Canada: Iberville and Valcartier, P.Q.; Basilian Fathers' Center at Assumption
University, Windsor, Ontario.
5. Famed for publishing and circulating Marian writings, also conducting contests for
writers, with m~bers in Venezuelaand the Philippines.
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In the United States priority must be conceded to the large and growing Marian library

of the Marianists, University of Dayton, Ohio, founded 1943 by Father Lawrence Manheim, S.M.
(1, 2)

Our San Francisco Marian Center and Library began humbly in 1949, and was officially
transferred to attractive new quarters on Aug. 15, 1961.

Rev. Philip C. Hoelle, S.M., Direc-

tor of the Dayton Library, participated in the opening ceremonies.

Our Library has a unique

charm, beautiful murals, excellent books, ample room for lectures, forums, studies, book
reviews;

with an enviable collection of Marian statues, pictures and ikons representing

over fifty countries.

Its ecumenical activity has, perhaps, been unique, west of the

Dayton Foundation.
Besides local programs (Marian lectures, study groups, novenas, etc.) our center has
promoted national and international projects.
3.

Marian Letters
From 1949 the writer (director of the newly formed Marian Society) sent frequent

Marian Letters to members, informing them of Marian activities of the Center and Parish.
These strove to make readers Mary-minded. Marian doctrine (biblical, theological and
devotional) was explained and applied. 3 At one time the letters urged all to "join the
Spiritual Crusade with Mary", to bring back Christianity into a pagan world through Mary's
help, "to think, talk, and live like Christians."
Most vigorously they promoted the Marian Congress in California during the Marian Year
and Immaculate Conception Centennial.

They used the interest enkindled by the Holy Father's

Encyclical, "ad Coeli Reginam", proclaiming the Queenship of Mary, to ask all to participate
with theologians in delving deeper into Mariology.

In 1958, Centenary of the Lourdes ap-

parition, the Letters launched a strong Marian Movement under the aegis of "Mary and the
Church."

They showed her association with Christ in man's redemption and in distribution

of graces as our Spiritual Mother, with intercessory power unparalleled.

1. As a project of the 1950 Centennial of the Society of Mary (Marianists) in the U.S.,
this Marian Library has developed magnificently with several important publications of its
own. It received the Marianist Award for outstanding service, and the Marian Library Medal
for the best Marian book in English.
2. Other Marian centers and libraries are: the theological Marian collection of Father
Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M., founder, Mariological Society of the U.S.; Mullen Library, Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.; Our Lady's Library, Marist Brothers, Marian
College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Marian Center and Library established in New York City 1954
by Father Donald Maria O'Callaghan, O.Carm. Centers without libraries are at Bay Shore,
N.Y. (Montfort Fathers); St. Louis, Missouri (General Office of the Sodalities of Our Lady),
and Chicago (Servite Fathers).
3. Some publication dates: Mar. 9, 1950, Aug. 2, 1950, Nov. 26, 1951, Mar. 10, 1952,
Mar. 13, 1953, Mar. 6, 1954, Mar. 8, 1955, Nov. 25, 1955, Apr. & Aug., 1956, Nov. 26, 1956,
etc.
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II - REGULAR PROGRAMS

Cultural Activities
The Center offered countless enlightening hours of cultural activities.

Studies and

lectures, averaging two a month, covered the whole field of Marian doctrine, from biblical,
dogmatic and liturgical viewpoints.
nars were held.

Marian Days and Weeks, Institutes, Forums, and Semi-

Mariologists and theologians of the United States, Canada, and Mexico

shared their knowledge, some with a series of classes;

Orthodox and Protestant study gather-

ings were held, and ecumenical encounters arranged, with in-depth studies by professors and
religious leaders.
Many historical lectures, with illustrated talks, were given, showing Marian shrines
in all parts of the world.
Mary was brought into beholders' consciousness by many movies, plays, dramas, readings,
and musicals.

Her place in the arts was reviewed and explained by experts on art, painting,

and sculpture, and by renowned artists.

Madonna Festivals held over the years drew a large

attendance at the Madonna Residence, College of Women, and in various Marian Congresses.
(The Center itself has a vast collection of Marian works of art.)
Book Reviews were especially helpful.

Lists of current "Recommended Readings" were

made available.
To give the names and topics of all these lectures and speakers would take more space
than is here available.
4. Children and Youth
On Jan. 8, 1950, our St. Boniface Marian Society received 30 new members as Children

of Mary.

First and last days of May were celebrated with a procession of the children,

and crowning of Mary as Queen of May.
each child stationed in

The children often formed a "Living Rosary" with

the Church to form the five decades, each reciting a Hail Mary,

etc.
In 1964 the Center sponsored an essay contest on "Our Lady in the History of california
and the Southwest," for the junior and senior high school or Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine (C.C.D.) students.

San Francisco and Oakland dioceses took part, with first prize

$250, second $100, and three additional $25 prizes.
chosen by the faculty;

Each school submitted five entries

the Catholic Board of Education selected five judges.

The contest

aroused phenomenal interest and had great success.
5. Celebrating Marian Feast Days Throughout the Year
During the year, each Marian Feast Day was signalized in some way - special announcements or articles in the Parish Bulletin or Marian Newsletters, tridua, novenas, studies,
lectures, etc.
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Ca)

lDDaculate Conception - Dec. 8

Por years the Peast of the lmmaculate Conception (besides the Holy Day observances)
feature4 educational programs, novenas). and other pertinent activities.
Extraordinary events were prepared for the Centenary of the Definition of the Dogma
of the Immaculate Conception, 1854-1954, and for a Rational (U.S.Am.) Marian Congress.
Eacla one was asked to hold the Centennial Celebration in his own town, parish, home, and

heart: to become Mary-minded, and thereby usher in the New Christian Era.
'lbe Center alerted Christians far and near to join the 39,000,000· Catholic Americans
in consecrating themselves to Mary on the occasion of the dedication of our magnificent
Rational Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, D.C., Nov. 20, 1959.
(b)

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Dec. 12

With the large Latin American population in San Prancisco, naturally the Marian Center
set before them Our Lady of Guadalupe.

A few days after its inception, our Marian Society

proudly assisted in dedicating a new shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe in the left front al2
cove of St. Boniface Church.
Annually the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 12, is
preceded by special devotions (novenas or tridua), High Masses, processions, choirs of profes.ional singers.

In consequence, many made pilgrimages to Our Lady of Guadalupe (and Our

Lady of Zapopan), Mexico.
'lbe writer, acting in his dual capacity as Director of Marian Couter and President of
the rranciscan Marian Commission in the U.S., participated with Father Charles Balic, O.F.M}
iil the Second Inter-American Marian Congress in Mexico City, Oct. 8 to 11, J.954. 3
The rej ection of materialism was called for, and the renewal of personal and social
livea in accordance with ''Mater et Ecclesia, n encyclical of Pope John XXIII.
The Congress culminated the Marian Year. 4

1. The novenas were conducted by eminent speakers as: Fr. Cyril Leach (1954), Father WIl.
Manaan, C.SS.R. (1955), Rev. Roger M. Charest (1961), Rev. John J. Bradley, ~.S.P. (1962),
Rev. Paul Flynn, S.M. (1963), Rev. Titus Cranny, Atonement Friars (1967), ReV. John Shepherd from Azuza, Calif. (1968), Rev. Noel Moholy, O.F.M., S.T.D., (1969), Rev. ~n R.
Carroll, O.Carm., S.T.D., Washington, D.C. (1969), Rev. Bernard Hopkins, C.SS.R., to meotion a few.
2. The beautiful shrine, of Spanish colonial architecture, features the Guadalupe Virgin tn
a mural designed by artist Micaela Martinez (Mrs. B.. Du Casse), and is accessible to the
public every day. Every Saturday except the First (whicb is dedicated to Our Lady of Fatlma) was set aside for Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, Queen of Meldco,
Patroness of Latin America and the Philippines, and Empress of the Americas.
3. Papers were read by Cardinals, Bishops, clergy and laity. Subjects studied were: Labor,
Youth, Family, and other social problems.
4. The Congress was a most impressive public demonstration of faith. It reaffirmed the
patronage of the Blessed Virgin under the title of Guadalupe over Mexico, South and Central
America, and the Philippines.
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(c)

Feast of the Assumption - Aug. 15

This Feast was always preceded by a solemn novena and celebrated with all liturgical
ceremonies.

Especially jubilant was the novena before the Solemn Pronouncement of the Dogma

of Mary's Assumption, Oct. 23 to Nov. 1, 1950.

Studies, lectures, and devotions at St.

Boniface and its Marian Center were coordinated with those in Rome, using the new prayer
composed by Pope Pius XII honoring Mary's Assumption.

Great too were the celebrations

(novena by Rev. Francis Xavier Harris, O.F.M.), daily services, blessing of Miraculous
Medals, etc.) for the first August 15th feast after the definition.
Often "Our Lady's Week" would feature activities terminating on the Feast of her
Assumption.

In 1960, Father Eamon Carroll directed the novena and blessed the temporary

Marian Library in the Serra Center, 121 Golden Gate Ave., where he lectured on Marian
literature and conducted a Marian Forum.

An illustrated lecture at nearby Madonna Resi-

dence was part of the week's program.
As with the Immaculate Conception feasts, distinguished religious and diocesan
clergymen from around the country conducted such novenas over these 25 years.
(d)

Devotional Calendar

A Marian Year Calendar was formed and published with all the Marian feasts.

The

following are some annually celebrated with novenas, tridua, Solemn Masses or other
devotions:
Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Feb. 2 - Purification
Mar.25 - Annunciation
Jun. 4 - (for years) Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Graces
Jul. 2 - Our Lady's Visitation
Jul. 16 - Our Lady of Mt.Carmel
Aug. 2 - Queen of Angels (with Portiuncu1a Indulgence)
Aug. 15 - Assumption
Aug. 22 - Immaculate Heart of Mary
Aug. 27 - Feast of the Seven Joys of Mary
Sep. 8 - Nativity of Our Lady
Sep.15 - Sorrowful Mother
Oct. 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Dec.12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe

6.
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Special Spiritual Involvements
(a)

Lourdes and Banneux

On February 11, 1957, our Marian Center began participation in the Centenary of Our
Lady's apparition at Lourdes in 1858.

Accommodations for three groups of Bay Area resi-

dents were arranged, for pilgrimages starting June 1, July 30, and September 5.

Archbishop

Mitty personally led the first group.
Locally, the Centennial Novena began February 2. 1958, preached by Father Cyril Leach,
"The Century of Mary, 1858-1958."
February 12, 1959.

Another solemn novena closed the Lourdes Centennial on

A documentary film in color was shown at the Marian Center on several

occasions.
One year, a triduum introduced the feast, and a film was presented, with a talk by

On January 24, 1962
Mrs. Winifred Feely gave an illustrated lecture on "Our Lady's Shrine of Lourdes."
Father Anse1me Sannio1a, O.F.M., chaplain of the Lourdes Grotto shrine.

The apparitions of Our Lady to Mariette Beco at Banneux, Belgium, in 1933, were recalled with the twenty-fifth anniversary celebration (1958).

"The Virgin of the Poor," as she

named herself in the third apparition, linked Lourdes and Banneux in concern for the needy,
the sick, and the poor.
7.

(b) Our Lady of Fatima
Before our Center's Marian Society was established, First Saturdayswere dedicated to

Our Lady of Fatima.
The month of May 1950 was devoted to the Crusade of Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima for
the conversion of communists. l
Edward G. Massa, author, lecturer and business man, lectured on "Our Lady of Fatima"

Mr. K. Schukardt of the Blue Army Crusaders spoke on "Revelations of
Fatima in a Changing World" (Jan. 18, 1964). In 1966 (Feb. 9) the Fatima Pilgrim Virgin
(Feb. 21, 1955);

statue was escorted to the Marian Center and St. Boniface Church by Magr. William C.
McGrath, S.F.M.
The year 1958 was dedicated to her, with prayers for the Church in Silence.

At the

wish of Pope Pius XII, a month of special prayers was started for the intercession of Mary
for all Christians suffering under communist rule.

2

In St. Boniface Church, Dominican Father Dennis Kane conducted a solemn novena for
the Pope's intention.
of those nations.

Little girls wearing costumes of oppressed countries carried flags

In the name of persecuted peoples, each girl placed a lighted candle

(faith) and a floral offering (love) at Our Lady's shrine.
1. A candle at her shrine burned night and day throughout the year for that intention.
Twenty-four hour vigils were held, midnight to midnight, before the Blessed Sacrament, in
union with Our Lady of Fatfma.
2. A lecture series was conducted at the Serra Center on The Church in Silence.
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In our Marian Center, Russian Madonnas were displayed:
Kostromo, Smo1ensk, Don, and others.

Kazan, Vladimir, Kiev,

The Hail Mary was recited in Russian.

days, beloved in Russia, were explained.

Marian feast

1

Prayers for Russia were renewed in 1962.

Mary Loya, Blue Army representative, told

of the "Peace Plan From Heaven" (June 24), and Jesuit Fr. Karl Patze1t of San Francisco's
Russian Catholic Fatima center spoke on Marian ikons and showed colorful pictures (Sep. 12,
1962).
On June 3, 1972 an International Mass for world peace and justice was celebrated in

St. Boniface Church, with Rosary procession carrying the famed statue of the ''Pilgrim Virgin"
of Fatima;

children in costumes of various nations including Portugal, where the world

pilgrimage began.
(c)

The Rosary

Ever-present in the activity of our Marian Center from its inception was devotion
to the Rosary.

A committee was early formed to mend broken rosaries for distribution to

the poor (July 2, 1950).
ed.

Dominican, Crosier, Servite and Franciscan rosaries were explain-

Men of the parish took a leading part in the weekly Archdiocesan Rosary Hour, broad-

cast on a local radio station (Apr. 17, 1950).

Daily public recitation of the rosary takes

place in St. Boniface Church at noon, all year round, with special emphasis during May and
October (Month of the Holy Rosary).

Every evening the rosary was publicly recited for

world peace, frequently with "Living Rosary" processions.
Oct. 7, 1961, our Marian Center assisted Fr. Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., of the Family
Rosary Crusade, in setting up an attractive Rosary exhibit, recruiting workers, distributing
literature and publicity, and played a significant part in the gigantic outdoor Rally at
1 p.m. in the Polo Field of Golden Gate Park, San Francisco.

Half a million people

attended .
In accordance with the wishes of the Archbishop, St. Boniface joined other churches
in the Archdiocese in promoting the daily Family Rosary Pledge as part of the campaign of
prayer for the success of the Ecumenical Council. 2 OVer 5000 pledges were made.
The Marian Center joined in promoting the Rosary Rally held in Oakland, California,
Coliseum (Sep. 30, 1972) led

by Cardinal John Krol of Philadelphia.

1. The motion picture "Pilgrimage to Fatima" was shown to two audiences on Oct. 14, 1961-

2. Fr. Daniel Ward, O.P., gave a talk on "The Rosary" in October of 1965, designed to
deepen, through study of Holy Scripture, the significance of every mystery.
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III - ECUMENICAL PROJECTS
1.

Our Lady of Kazan
Following the example of Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI, our Marian Center joined

in bridging the gap between Orthodox and Roman Catholics by co-sponsoring a two-day ecumenical program built around the holy Ikon of Our Lady of Kazan, patroness of Russia.

The

Most Rev. John Shakvoksky, Orthodox Archbishop of San Francisco and the Western United
States, Archbishop Joseph T. McGucken of San Francisco, and the director of our Marian
Center, arranged two days of public inter-faith veneration.
Saturday, 10 a.m., April 11, 1964, the Ikon was brought to our St. Boniface Church,
welcomed by a great crowd of Christians of the Eastern and Western Rites;
in procession and enshrined.
sermon.

it was carried

Archbishop MCGucken of San Francisco presided and gave the

Rev. Andrei Urosov, S.J., of the Russian Uniate Rite, celebrated the Eastern

liturgy in English.

Veneration continued until after the 5 p.m. Benediction, when the

Ikon was returned to the Orthodox Cathedral.
St. Boniface.

Sunday, April 12, it was brought back to

The writer celebrated a Latin Rite Mass at 10 a.m.

followed all afternoon.

From 3 to 5 p.m., Orthodox choirs joined St. Boniface Roman Catho-

lic Church Choir in a great concert of Marian hymns.

The Orthodox choirs were from Holy

Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathedral Society of Sacred Singing;
Orthodox Church Choir;

Individual veneration

St. Nicholas Antiochian

American Orthodox Church of the Redeemer Choir, Palo Alto, Calif.,

and the combined choirs of St. John's Serbian Orthodox Church of San Francisco and St.
George's Serbian Orthodox Church of Oakland.
Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy and faithful thronged the church and the Marian
Center, which held an exhibition of Marian images, Eastern and Western, on both days.
After Benediction at 5 p.m., the miraculous Ikon was removed for transfer to New York.
Effects of these two days of ecumenism in the name of Mary have been lasting.

A

brotherly spirit of cooperation developed and has continued to keep Orthodox and Roman
Catholics of San Francisco close together ever since.

1

1. Brief history of the Miraculous Ikon of Our Lady of Kazan: Our Lady of Kazan is the
Patroness of Russia. The city of Kazan was destroyed by fire in 1579 and the Ikon lost;
miraculously found wrapped in an old cloth. It was taken to the Church of St. Nicholas. In
1611 it was returned to rebuilt Kazan. Moscow was then occupied by the overwhelming
strength of the enemy. Prince Pojarski's army prayed before the Ikon and successfully stormed Moscow ramparts, regained the Kremlin, and drove out the enemy. Eventually (1630) the
:kon was placed in the rebuilt Cathedral of Our Lady of Kazan. It remained there until the
Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. The Bolsheviks confiscated the Ikon and sold it to private
hands for funds to support the revolution. It was transported to Poland, sold again in 1935
and taken to England in 1950. F. A. Mitchell-Hedges added it to his art collection at Farley Castle, England; he willed it to his stepdaughter, Miss Anna Mitchell-Hedges, stipulating that the Ikon should never return to communist hands. When the castle was abandoned,
Miss Mitchell-Hedges sent the Ikon to San Francisco for research and safekeeping, and thence
to New York.
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2.

ECUMENICAL SEMINAR ON THE VIRGIN MARY, 1974

May 13 to 17, 1974 our Marian Center co-sponsored with the Catholic University of Washington, D.C., a seminar, "The Virgin Mary in Ecumenical Perspective," using St. Boniface
Church study halls.

Anglican, Protestant and Orthodox clergy discussed sensitive Marian

topics with Catholic theologians, in complete intellectual honesty and good will.
Chairman was Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm., S.T.D.
kovsky, Holy Trinity (Orthodox) Cathedral;
logical Union, Berkeley;

R~v.

Faculty was: Rev. Leonid Kish-

Neal M. Flanagan, O.S.M., Graduate Theo-

Prof. (Rev.) Toivo Harjunpaa, Pacific (Lutheran) Theological

Seminary; Prof. (Rev.) Shunji F. Nishi, (Episcopal) Church Divinity School;

Rev. F. David

Willis, Th.D., (Presbyterian) Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif.
Attending were graduate students earning credit from Catholic University, clergy and
co-workers of various denominations, and members of the general public, particularly at the
great Interfaith Forum, Thursday evening, May 16. 1
Archbishop McGucken personally opened the seminar, extending greetings and congratulations.

The feeling was general that the Seminar would have been "impossible" even a few

years before.

It was agreed that Mary's role in salvation history rests on a solid Scrip-

tural basis, and that many non-Roman Catholic Christians now show respect and even devotion
to the Blessed Mother.

IV - SPECIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS
1.

Marian Center's Legion of Mary
The Marian Center has had two consecutive Praesidia of the Legion of Mary.

and prayers were dedicated to a unique project:

Their works

assisting Foreign Students.

The writer is the Executive Director of the International Center (since 1961) and the
International Foreign Student Center (since 1963) at 50-70 Oak Street, San Francisco.
The

Internation~l

Center was dedicated to Christ the King and to the Queen of the

Apostles as a rallying place for all nationalities, for meetings, lectures, celebrations,
etc.

It serves as headquarters for San Francisco's Legion of Mary Comitium.
The Student Center has contacted thousands of college and university students from 84

countries.

They attend 34 Bay Area

thirds are not even Christian.

ca~~~ses.

Almost 90% are not Catholic, more than two

Our Marian Center and its Legionaries have almost daily

contact with them through language classes, lectures, films exhibits, musicals, concerts,
outings, games, plays, dances, luncheons, dinners, etc.
had salutary social and religious impact.

These Mary-motivated contacts have

The students on returning to their homelands as

leaders, carry with them the influence of truly Christian kindness and concern.

1. Among interesting groups present were 20 black-clad brothers and sisters of the independent Protestant "Holy Order of Mans," workers in San Francisco streets by both day and night.
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2. La Madre de los Pobres for Latin America
Impressively demonstrating the influence of San Francisco's Marian Center was the
beautiful painting of "La Madre

de los Pobres" (Mother of the Poor), 5 x 8 feet, oil on

canvas, now bringing inspiration to all ranks of society in Mexico.
To convey our message to Latin America, the Center's Director commissioned the gifted
artist, Antonio Sotomayor,

1

Bolivian by birth, member of San Francisco's prestigious Art

Commission, to bring the beloved Lady of Guadalupe (pictorially) with her Divine Son, from
the mountain tops to the people.

Blending age-old Catholic tradition with the spirit of

Vatican II, the painting inspires viewers of every background.

Our Lady of Guadalupe and

her Son are depicted in the act of distributing food to the poor. 2
3.

Marian Symposium at University of California - Oct. 10, 1974
3
4
A symposium honoring the Seventh "Aquinas and Bonaventure Centenary" was held at

the University of California, Berkeley, sponsored by the Graduate Theological Union? One
session considered Mariology.
Center;
4.

It was moderated by the writer as Director of the Marian
6
7
lectures were by Rev. John Furon, O.P. and Rev. Neal Flanagan, O.S.M.

The Marian Center and the "Quiet Apostolate for Priests"
In 1967, Pope Paul VI and the Bishops called "the whole Christian community" to an

apostolate for priests.

The Marian Center promptly prepared a little brochure of dignity

and spirituality telling "What We Can Do For Priests" and "Why We Invoke Mary."
Without fanfare this "Quiet Apostolate" has spread into more than 40 states and Canada,
England, Ireland, Australia.

The number of brochures distributed by priests, religious,

and lay persons is in the hundreds of thousands.

The late Cardinal Richard Cushing of

Boston personally gave his help, and Cardinals John P. Cody, John J. Carberry, and John
Wright added their support.

Bishop Fulton Sheen sent his commendation.

San Francisco's

Archbishop Joseph T. McGucken called the brochure "very inspiring" and sent a supply to
his seminarians.

And, from the Marian Center, they continue to be mailed everywhere.

1. Sotomayor combines understanding of Latin-American psychology and rare talents as painter and sculptor. August 15, 1974, the first public viewing in San Francisco of the "Madre
de los Pobres" won acclaim for artistic and technical excellence and high spiritual quality.
2. The painting hangs enshrined in a great House of Charity (Casa de los Pobres) in the Colonia Altamira on outskirts of Tijuana, Mexico. The Casa is operated by Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Queen of Peace, co-founded (1938) by Mother Catherine Rodriguez and the
Director of our Marian Center. Doctors, nurses, and others aid the Sisters in distributing
food, clothing, medical aid, etc., to the desperately poor of the area.
3. Public lectures were given by international scholars; panel discussions covered Sacred
Scripture, Natural Law, Mariology, God in Dialogical Relationship, Woman and Man, Right to
Privacy, Sacramental System, The Common Good and Social Justice, Eucharist, Justification,
Creation, and Process.
4. These two theological giants are still at the heart of ecumenical dialogue.
5. This Union's members are Catholic, and non-Catholics of various beliefs.
6. Pro~oter of Studies, Western Dominican Province.
7. Professor of New Testament, Franciscan School of Theology, Berkeley, Calif.
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5. Madonna and Child Committee
The U. S. Supreme Court decision, 1973, legalizing abortion, shocked many Christians.
A group called upon the Marian Center's Director to join the Pro Life movement.
was the Madonna and Child Committee, with headquarters in our Center.

The result

They maintain: "We

believe in the boundless power of the Great Madonna and her Infinite Son;

they will conquer

the forces of darkness."
Our Center prepared information sheets, pictorial prayer cards (tremendously popular)
and other material.

Copies were sent to every u.S. Bishop with letters urging special

Pro Life observances each January 1st, Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God.

Materials

were sent to pastors allover the U.S., plus petitions to insert in their congregational
"Prayers of the Faithful."
Cooperating with the University of San Francisco's biology professor, Dr. Francis
Felice, the Center's Madonna and Child Committee prepared a home study course to train
Pro Life workers so, with Mary, their words and work would be scientifically and theologically correct.
So effective was the work of the Committee that Archbishop Joseph T. McGucken has
designated the Center's Executive Director to be his personal representative on the San
Francisco Archdiocesan Pro Life Council.
6.

Marian Stamps
Devised in 1973 by the Marian Center are Marian "Stamps" - red, white and blue.

(national colors) imprinted Alma

~ter

Et !egina, Immaculata Conceptio, Americae. The

seven initial letters spell AMERICA, and identify the "Beloved Mother and Queen" who,
since 1846 as the Immaculate Conception, is America's Patroness.

Many thousands have

been distributed to use as decorative seals.

Section Two
OUR SAN FRANCISCAN CENTER ACTIVE THROUGHOUT THE U.S.
1.

Beginnings, Growth, Purpose
During its 25 years of activity in the Bay Area, our Marian Center has organized

and promoted Marian events throughout the United States.

Records reveal diverse

accomplishments, in cooperation with the Franciscan National Marian Commission.
In general, the Center's staff maintained communication with individuals and groups
participating in these events, and helped in devising and directing programs.
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In 1946, the Very Reverend Valentine Schaaf, Minister General, O.l.M., and his council,
established the Central (International) Marian Commission, with National Commissions. l Pope
John XXIII established the Pontifical Marian Academy, with Father Charles Balic, O.F.H., as
President, and Father Melada, O.F.M., as Secretary (both still holding office), which
directs the International Marian Congresses.
The writer, as member of the U.S. Commission and Director of the Marian Center, used
his staff to implement the Commission's decisions with actus academici (programs of
scholarly papers), Marian days, forums, plays, etc., to aid in forming clerics' societies
and study groups, publishing articles in clerical magazines, taking a poll to determine and
tabulate the status of Mary's cultus in Franciscan institutions and parishes. Marian studies were launched in high schools, colleges, lay societies, institutions. A complete bibliography was drawn up of: A) all Marien books in every U.S. Franciscan library; B) Provincial authors and their Marian works;

C) Marian articles published in each Province's

publications. Clerics and Fathers undertook Harian studies and production of Mariological
literature; Marian books were acquired for libraries; scientific studies were made on
Our Lady of Guadalupe;

unique or precious art treasures found in Franciscan communities

were photographed; a catalog was made of music composed by Friars; new Marian hymns were
sought, encouraging modern hymnologists; "Inter-Provincial Marian Review" (selected papers
by clerics) was mimeographed and bound;
1.

likewise, Marian articles published by Provinces.

First National Marian Congress, Washington, D.C., 1950
After necessary planning, local and provincial groups were established with initial

study and research programs. Next, the U.S. Commission, aided by our Marian Center, worked
on Father Valentine Schaaf's 1946 request to probe every possible argument to prove that
the doctrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is contained in the "deposit of
faith." Definition of this dogma was the first objective.
Promptly the U.S. Commission and the Cen';::er set to work on the first National Marian
Congress in Washington, D.C., plan~ing, researching, writing thousands of letters. Two
years of effort led to the Congress, October 8-11 in Hely Year, 1950, with sublime liturgical functions in the Monastery

Chu~ch

of the

C~issariat

of the Holy Land, and with erudite

1. The Commissions' purpose is "to elucidate in accordance with the ecumenical spi~it of the
Church the doctrines, personality, offices, prerogative~and privileges of the Blessed Virgin in the divine economy, always related to Christ, by ••• fostering scientific, scholarly,
Marian Studies, Marian Congresses, and promoting approved liturgical forms of Marian cult."
(Papers to be published by "Studia Mariana.")
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academic sessions.
experts. 1
2.

The scholarly elite felt enriched by learned papers delivered by

Centennial of the Immaculate Conception, 1954

When Rome asked National Marian Commissions to commemorate the Centennial of the Immaculate Conception~ the U.S. Commission and our Marian Center began plans fmmediately. By
September, 1951, the idea crystallized for a California observance early in May, 1954.
Pius XII's encyclical, "Fulgens Corona Gloriae,"

proclaiming the Marian Year, Dec. 9,

1953 to Dec. 8, 1954, lOOth anniversary of the dogma's definition, kindled still greater
enthusiasm.
The Center immediately took steps to invite all clergy and laity of the U.S. to join
2
in the California National Marian Congress.
Preparations for the two celebrations, Centennial and Marian Year, made the Center's
parish offices a beehive of activities. The staff of four (Beth Payne, Elena Gillian Dix,
William Queen, and Ella Ryan) accepted the new burden;

the Center became the U.S. clearing

house for both California and worldwide programs, studies, and general information on Our
Blessed Lady.3
(a)

Preparations for the National Marian Congress in California

May 2-9. 1954 - the Marian Year
Article XI of the Commission's "Ordinations" recommended a national Marian convention
(in each country) at least once in five years; Article II-b called for the Centennial
celebration congress. At the U.S. Commission's meeting, September 15, 1951, they decided
to hold events in California and to invite participation by clergy' and laity of San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, Monterey-Fresno, and Sacramento dioceses.
For the "Second Franciscan National Marian Congress in the U.S. - in California of
the Padres" - a comprehensive program was drawn up. The spiritual aspect was presented in
a booklet, "Spiritual Crusade With Mary," calling Christians to prayer, penance and
1. "Assumptionist Movement and the Franciscan Marian Congresses," (Rev. Ralph Ohlmann, O.F.
M.); "Immortality of the Blessed Virgin in the Light of Sacred Scripture," (Rev. Antonine
de Guglielmo, O.F.M.); "Relation Between Sin and Death According to Medieval Theologians,"
(Rev. Ignatius Brady, O.F.M.); "The Cult of the Assumption of Our Lady in the United States,
1598-1888," (Rev. Marion Habig, O.F.M.); "Franciscan Marian Cult in the United States in
Our Times," (Rev. Maurice Grajewski, O.F.M.); "St. Irenaeus: Father of Mariology," (Rev.
Noel Moholy, O.F.M.; "Mario logy of St. Anthony of Padua," (Rev. Raphael Huber, O.F.M.Conv.);
"Marian Doctrine of St. Lawrence of Brindisi," (Rev. Nathaniel Sonntag, O.F.M.cap.); "Assumption in the Exegetical Works of FranCiscans," (Rev. Eric May, O.F.M.Cap.); "The Papal
Definition of the Dogma of the Assumption," (Rev. Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M.).
2. From its inception, 1947, the U.S. Marian Commission had looked forward to a fitting
celebration of this centennial in 1954.
3. It never severed these contacts nor lost the providential opportunity to spread knowledge
and love of Mary.
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charity and seeking to make both Christians and pagans "Mary-minded."
For six months before the Congress, 60,000 copies of the "Crusade" program were distributed with prayer cards: "Powerhouse of Prayer," "Apostolate for Priests,"
Pledge," and "Victim-Souls of Mary."l

''Modesty

Approval and blessings came from hierarchy members

and other dignitaries, priests, religious, lay persons, and groups.
(b)

St. Boniface Marian Altar

The Center set up in St. Boniface Church a Marian Year altar with a statue of the
Immaculate Conception.

There, beginning May 1st, were held tridua for Our Lady's feasts

and various Marian novenas; each evening of the novena the "Living Rosary" candlelight
services were held, and parish societies took turns coming to the altar rail for consecration to Mary.
(c)

2

Mission San Carlos Borromeo, Carmel, California

On the Monterey Peninsula at Carmel, Fr. Serra's Mission San Carlos Borromeo held a
week of prayer, May 2-9.

Pilgrimages came from surrounding counties to pay homage to Our

Lady of Belen before her historic image.

Friday, May 7, 1,500 school children from adjacent

counties sang the Mass of the Angels, celebrated by Magr. William McLaughlin, Santa Cruz
pastor;

Saturday, Rev. John J. Ryan, San Carlos pastor, blessed the sick;

and the Mis-

sion's pastor, Magr. Michael D. O'Connell, led all in the Living Rosary.
(d)

Cooperation by Public Officials and Private Citizens

The writer, as Executive Chairman, working through the Marian Center, brought together
a diversified committee of men and women willing to give time and effort to Mary's cause.
Public officials cooperated.

The San Francisco City and County Board of Supervisors pro-

claimed Madonna Week, welcomed the Minister General and other participants.

Municipal

agencies arranged public exhibits.
Religious communities supplied halls and other facilities.
Mary provided banners for auditorium sites of events.
ing Girls donated time and worked on clerical

Franciscan Missionaries of

Guests of St. Francis Home for Work-

and other Congress tasks.

Frank Sullivan

Associates, a professional public relations group, placed its facilities at the Committee's
disposal, delivered the Marian message by radio, TV and other media.
volunteer speakers were broadcast.

Interviews with

Hollywood personalities announced the pageant,

1. Each of the Center's "Apostolate for Priest" cards designating a particular priest for
whom prayers and sacrifices were offered, was placed on the Marian Year altar and monthly
Masses were celebrated for priests named. Countless other pledge cards were also turned in
at the Center.
2. So powerful was the fervor of participants that even during National Congress activities,
attendance at novenas did not slacken.
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"Mother of All," and cinema artists donated their talents.
in publicity and transported Congress visitors.
Cablegram from Pope Pius XII said

'~oly

Transportation agencies aided

1

Father warmly gratified to learn of the forth-

coming Franciscan National Marian Congress in California.

Sends paternal greetings and

invokes copious Divine blessings on the work of the Congress and lovingly imparts to
organizers, participants, a special Apostolic blessing" - signed, Montini, Pro-Secretary,
Vatican City, 2/17/54.
Careful planning preserved a general pattern in the statewide tribute to Mary.
(e)

Sunday, May 2, 1954
Throughout California:
San Diego

(site of First California Mission, 1769) - Bishop Charles Buddy

celebrated solemn Pontifical Mass, followed by public consecration to Mary.
Diocesan celebration in Orange County Auditorium:

pageant, Living Rosary,

crowning of Mary.
Los Angeles

(founded 1781, City of Our Lady, Queen of Angels) - Morning:

Solemn Mass in St. Joseph's (Franciscan) Church;

Auxiliary Bishop Timothy

Manning presided.

Present were Provincials of U.S. and Canada, clergy,

religious, laity.

Afternoon:

Mary's Hour in Olympic Coliseum, televised,

Cardinal Francis McIntyre presiding.
Sacramento - Solemn Pontifical Mass in Cathedral, Bishop Robert Armstrong
celebrating.

Edmond's Field: pageant, procession, Living Rosary, crowning

of Mary, Madonna Festival, exhibits.
(f)

Contribution of the Franciscan Order to Centennial Year

Franciscan novitiates, seminaries, and houses of study were invited to observe Centennial Year at Mission Santa Barbara (founded 1786).
co, and South America attended.
Minister General.

Most Rev. Augustine Sepinski, O.F.M.,

Rev. Ralph Ohlmann,O.F.M., President of the Franciscan National Marian

Commission, presided.
O.F.M.

Honorary Chairman:

Friars from many states, Canada, Mexi-

All were welcomed by Minister Provincial Very Rev. n vid Temple,

First papers were given Tuesday evening, May 2nd, by Fr. Ohlmann

Habig, O.F.M.

2

and Rev. Marion

3

1. Art lovers cooperated. Shrines of Our Lady appeared in gardens and windows of Monterey,
Carmel, and Pacific Heights. Carmel Artists Guild exhibited "The IDIIl8culate Heart of Mary"
by a local painter.
2. On the "Centenary of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception and the Work of Our Marian
Commission. "
3. On the "History of the Cult of the Immaculate Conception in the United States."
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Wednesday, May 3rd, was official Franciscan Day.
the observances.

Morning:

Solemn Mass outdoors, in front of the Old Mission.

Auxiliary Bishop Timothy Manning.
"La Purisima Concepcion."

Santa Barbara was the scene of
Sermon by

Procession through Mission grounds with early statue of

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart.

Afternoon: historical

papers on Franciscan contributions to the dogma of the Immaculate Conception by Rev. Allan
Wolter and Rev. Ignatius Brady (both O.F.M.)l

Evening: pageant, in seminary patio, "La

Conquistadora."
(g)

San Francisco - Preparatory Services

Friday morning, May 7th, a solemn High Mass in St. Boniface Church, San Francisco,
opened the National Session of the Congress. 2

The sermon was by Very Rev. Joseph Fulton,
O.P., Provincial of the Dominican Holy Name Province. 3
The same evening at 5:10 p.m., "Divine Liturgy", arranged by our Center for the Church
behind the Iron Curtain and for union of East and West in love of God, was held in St.
Boniface Church, in the Byzantine rite.

It was co-celebrated by Very Rev. Malachy Wall,

O.F.M., Commissary Provincial from Connecticut, and Rev. Nicholas Berdar, pastor of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Los Angeles.

Most impressive was the moment when thousands

of Latin rite faithful received Holy Communion under both species.

The event anticipated

the influence of Pope John XXIII several years later.
(h)

San Francisco - Pontifical Mass and Theological Sessions

The official Solemn Pontifical Mass of the Marian Congress was celebrated at St. Mary's
Cathedral by the Most Rev. Hugh A. Donohoe, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco, with
His Excellency, the Most. Rev. John J. Mitty, presiding.

The sermon was by Rev. James

Keller, M.M. (Christopher Movement).
Historical development of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception continued to be the
predominant theme of Theological Sessions in St. Boniface Auditorium, San Francisco,
May 7 and 8, to which all

~~rian

Congress participants, clerical and lay, were admitted.

The Most. Rev. Hugh Donohoe, D.D., presided on Friday, May 7, with the Most Rev. Augustine
Sepinski, O.F.M., Minister General, acting as Honorary Chairman.
The papers on Friday dealt with "The Fathers of the Church and the Dogma of the
Immaculate Conception," 4 and "The Cult of the Immaculate Conception in the United States,
1854-1954, ,,5 and "Our Lady of Guadalupe, Bishop Zumarraga and the Immaculate Conception." 6
1. Both of these Friars are professors of Theology and Philosophy at the Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaventure, New York.
2. A sacred concert was presented May 6 at St. Boniface Church Auditorium in the evening.
3. The Minister General invited all to join the Franciscans in honoring Our Blessed Mother
during celebration of the Centennial of the Immaculate Conception dogma.
4. By Rev. Norbert D'Amato, O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy and History, Mt. Alvernia
Seminary, Burlington, Wisconsin.
5. Rev. Maurice Grajewski, O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy, St. Francis Seminary, Burlington, Wisconsin.
6. Very Rev. Fidelis de J. Chauvet, O.F.M., Minister Provincial of the Province of the
Holy Evangelists, Mexico City.
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Discussion leaders were:

Rev. Patrick J. Kelly, O.P., Prior of the College of St. Albert

the Great, Oakland, Calif.;

Rev. Willis J. Egan, S.J., Assistant Professor of Religion,

University of San Francisco; and Rev. Francis J. Romer, C.SS.R., Father MiDi8ter, Villa
San Clemente, Livermore, Calif.
(i)

Additional Sessions and Sectional Meetings

Saturday, May 8 sessions in St. Boniface Auditorium opened with a paper on "The History
of the Cult of the Immaculate Conception in California."l

D18cu881on following this schol2

arly discourse was led by the Very Rev. Thomas C. Mull1gan, S.S.
Other papers were:
"Duns Scotus, Defender of the Immaculate Conception,") a "Summary of the Dogmatic Definition.,,4

Rev. Allan B. Wolter, O.F.M., was discussion leader.

Participating in Sectional Meetings, May 7 and 8, was the Third Order of St. Francis,
resulting in a luminous restatement of Franciscan Tertiary life. 5 Young Christian ~orkers
studied possibilities of "Rechristianiz1ng the World of Work Through Mary."

Sectional

meetings concluded late Saturday afternoon with a talk on "Mary, the First Christbearer,"
by Rev. James Keller, M.M., National Director of the Christopher Movement.
Other San Francisco Events, May 2-9. 1954
In the Whitcomb Hotel, "The Christian Impact on Living," a diorama of modern art pan(j)

els, showed Christian responsibility toward the Mass, the Mystical Body, and Mary.

Super-

visor was Sister Mary Rosenda, O.S.F., Alverno College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
San Francisco College for Women (Religious of the Sacred Heart) exhibited in floral
settings precious paintings and statues loaned by art patrons, all dealing with the glories
of Mary.
Golden Gate Park Commissioners arranged an Immaculate Conception Centennial flower arrangement in front of the Conservatory.
The M. H. de Young Memorial Museum held an exhibition of sacred art, including 30 works
interpreting events of Mary's life; daily before each representation the Curator graciously placed a bouquet of marigolds (Mary's gold).
The Main Public Library and the University of San Francisco Phelan Hall exhibited
Marian books, manuscripts, paintings, etc., and included an hour of Marian Legends retold
by a nationally known story teller.
Under the supervision of Ursuline Sisters of Santa Rosa, a leading department store
exhibited Marylike dresses emphasizing modesty.
1. By Most Rev. Merlin J. Guilfoyle, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco.
2. Rector of St. Patrick's Seminary, Menlo Park, Calif.
3. Rev. Berard Vogt, O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy, Christ the King Seminary, St. Bonaventure, New 'York.
4. Very Rev. Thomas Plassman, O.F.M., Lector General, Christ the King Seminary, St. Bonaventure, N.Y.
5. California Hall auditorium: "Mary and the Franciscan Way of Life," by Rev. Luke Dittman,
O.F.U., and at Gleason Library, University of San Francisco: "Marian Literature," by Bro.
V. Dennis, F.F.C.
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Audiences filled San Francisco's vast Opera House for all three presentations of
"Kother of All," a dramatic spectacle with choral background, evenings of May 7 and 8,
matinee on May 8. Hollywood notables participated. l Old St. Mary's Church Pau1ist choristers sang, directed by composer Robert Moonan.
orchestra provided by the

Ame~anFederation

Their choir was augmented by a professional

of Labor Musicians' Union.

An exciting guest

soloist was Rev. Guadalupe Jose de G. Mojica, O.F.M., formerly of grand opera. present to
represent Peru's Franciscan Province.
On Saturday, Aux. Bishop Hugh A. Donohoe, D.D., representing Archbishop J. J. Hitty,

hosted a Marian banquet in the Palace Hotel.

Guests included church and civic leaders,

choral groups, speakers, and the general public.

Principal speaker was Judge Preston Devine

of the Superior Court.
(k)

C~rmel

- Closing Ceremonies

Final events were at Mission San Carlos Borromeo, founded 1770 by Padre Junipero
Serra, O.F.M., at Carmel.

Rain that greeted thousands of pilgrims was accepted as part of

Our Lady's "Penance Program."
Bishop Aloysius J. Willinger, C.SS.R., D.D., of Monterey-Fresno, celebrated Solemn
Pontifical r1ass in the historic

Mission Church, which was over-filled by throngs, with

many in adjacent parts of the Museum, and more standing out in the rain as loudspeakers
brought them the liturgy and the sermon by Minister Provincial David Temple, O.F.M.

After

the Mass they crowded in to pray and to reverence the beloved Marian statue, "La Conquistadora."
The statue (Our Lady of Bethlehem) stood in the central position back of the altar as
when Padre Serra celebrated Pentecost Mass there June 3, 1770, signalizing the Catholic
beginning of Monterey.
Rain eased in early afternoon.
honored the statue.

In the Mission quadrangle, national and racial groups

Archivist-Historian of the Province, Fr. Maynard Geiger, O.F.M., told

of Padre Serra's devotion to Mary Immaculate and of the role of her historic statue, La
Conquistadora, in early days.

After the address by Don Pedro Salvador, Consul General of

Spain, the famed statue was brought to the outdoor shrine to receive tributes from her
children representing Mexico, Spain, Africa, Ireland, Italy, Germany, New Zealand, the
Philippines, Ukrainia, Croatia, Russia, China, Japan, Peru, and Portugal.
The day ended with Benediction by Rt. Rev. Michael D. O'Connell, Pastor, but the
effects never did end, as evidenced by grateful messages from pi1grfme

proving the

1. Ruth Hussey, Cameron Mitchell, Gene Lockhart, Mrs. Gene Lockhart, Mr. & Mrs. Emmet Daly,
Judge James 0' rien; directors Dan Totheroh, Dolph Zimmer; Siobhan McKenna; writer Sam
Larsen of Hollywood.
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"success" of the Immaculate Conception Centennial in California. l
(1)

Miscellaneous Marian Year Activities, 1954

In every event described, San Francisco's Marian Center participated with communications and other promotional efforts.

In addition, our Center cooperated in activities of

the Marian Year in various other places:

local seminars, processions, ethnic congresses

(Lithuanian, Slovakian, Slovenian, Croatian, Hungarian, Ukrainian, Ruthenian)i
novenas, tridua, etc.;
study of the Order;

in Franciscan parishes;

lectures,

Marian days in novitiates and houses of

pilgrimages to the historic statue La Conquistadora, Santa Fe,

New

Mexico.
Always, the purpose was to promote solid doctrine and proper devotion to Mary.
(m)

2

Carrying On

To this day the Immaculate Conception Centennial and Marian Year 1954 are brought to
mind constantly in St. Boniface parish where the Marian Center continues its apostolate.
Every weekday noon there is public recitation of the Rosary in the Church.
at 6 p.m. the Angelus bells ring out daily in Mary's honor.

At noon and

3

II - The Eleven Volume Masterwork
The Marian Era
Pope John XXIII addressing Sodalists in 1959 declared:
fact that ours is a Marian Age."

"Signs seem to point to the

Inspired by his words, the U.S. Franciscan Marian Com-

mission, working with our Marian Center, has published an II-volume set of books, THE
MARIAN ERA, edited by Marion A. Habig, O.F.M., printed by Rev. Mark Hegener, O.F.M.,
Franciscan Herald Press, Chicago, Illinois.

The story of all these efforts is recorded in two books entitled: 1) "Franciscan
National Marian Congress: The Story of an American Tribute to Our Lady Immaculate in California of the Padres"; 2) the theological and historical riches of the theological sessions
at Santa Barbara and San Francisco, Calif.; the latter have been preserved in Volume XI
of Studia Mariana.
A book entitled "Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary" for every day of the entire year of
1954 was also published by the Marian Center. - The Franciscan National Marian Commission
has also published: a) The Marian Era, a scholarly book, started in 1960, with eleven
volumes; and b) Survey of a Marian Decade (1947-1957), a forty page booklet.
1.

2. ~~ny Americans know almost nothing about Guadalupe and Mary's Pan American revelation.
The Marian Center and U.S. National Marian Commission have long urged Franciscan scholars
to learn more about "The Madonna of the Americas."
3. Radio Station KFAX broadcasts recitation of the Rosary daily, 6:30 p.m., through most
of the year.
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Each volume is a handsome literary masterpiece
solid devotion to Mary.

1

devoted to authentic Mariology and

As each appeared, the Marian Center donated and shipped a copy

to every member of the U.S. hierarchy.
Articles not originally in English are ably and beautifully translated from Italian,
German, French, and Spanish.

Contributors include theologians, biblical scholars, and

Mariologists from allover the world.
encouragement:

2

Comments have expressed highest commendation and

Rev. Charles Balie, O.F.M., "Most joyful! ••• Mary will be more honored in

the United States and even in the whole world."

Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm., it ''will

fill a real lacuna ••• between the strictly popular and rather ephemeral magazines for the
laity and the scholarly theological articles."
lations!

It will be well received."

Father Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M., "Congratu-

Bishop of Raratonga, Oceania, South Pacific, highly

valued "all this new and scholarly infonnation on Mary."
III - Marian Center Arranges National Marian Lecture Tour, 1971
In early 1970 our Marian Center began work on a national (U.S.) Marian tour by
Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm., S.T.D., Catholic University, to bring correct knowledge
of Our Lady to the U.S. clergy, religious and laity.
Extensive preparations were essential.
June, 1970.

It was the period of ''Marian Silence."

Paper work and schedule planning began in

The forty-eight adjoining states were grouped into three areas.

Explanatory letters went to all U.S. Cardinals, Archbishops, and Bishops.

3,000 simi-

lar letters and enclosures to Provincials, universities, seminaries, religious, Third Orders,
councils of men and women, and members of the U.S. Mariological Society were mailed inviting them to sponsor the lectures.
By September, enough acceptances had been received to make the schedule.
were set up;

Travel plans

long distance phone calls certified dates and hours, etc.

l~ A collector's treasure: hard cover with original paintings, 128 pages, 8-1/2
ches (80 pages enamel, 48 antique stock), over 100 illustrations.

by 11 in-

2. As, Rev. John M. Abd-El-Jalil, O.F.M.; Very Rev. Charles Balic, O.F.M.; Pere H. Barre,
C.S.Sp.; Rev. Eucharius Berbuir, O.F.M.; Rev. Domenico Bertetti, S.D.B.; Rev. Giuseppe M.
Besutti, O.S.M.; Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm., S.T.D.; Very Rev. Fidel de J. Chauvet,
O.F.M., Ph.D.; Very Rev. Constantine Koser, O.F.M.; Gabriel Acacio, Cardinal Coussa; Rev.
Trudo de Ruiter, O.F.M.; Rev. Clement Dillenschneider, C.SS.R.; Rev. Tibor Gallus, S.J.;
Rev. Dr. Narciso Garcia Garce~, C.M.F.; Rev. A. Hamman, O.F.M.; Rev. Jean Henery, S.M.M.;
Rev. Dr. Rene Laurentin; Rev. C. G. Meerseman, O.P.; Prof. Dr. Alois Mueller; Very Rev.
Maximo Peinador Navarro; Rev. Marie-Dominique Philippe, O.P.; Msgr. Gerard Philips; Rev.
Armand Plessis, S.M.M.; Rev. Henri Ronder, S.J.; Rev. Gabriel Roschini, O.S.M.; Rev. Dr.
Raimondo Spiazzi, O.P.; Leo Jozef, Cardinal Suenens; Rev. Manuel Miguens, O.F.M.; Rev. William G. Most; Rev. Sylvester O'Brien, O.F.M.; Rev. Thomas Aquinas O'Meara, O.P.; Rev. J.
Armand Robichaud.

22
Three great publicity releases were made to 3,000 key persons in the news media:
a) November, 1970 - basic story, glossy photo prints, etc.
b) January,

1971 - up-to-date news story

c) March,

1971 - third article plus news stories from other papers telling
reactions to lectures already delivered.

Our Center designed, printed and supplied 40,000 brochures and 10,000 posters for the
use of lecture sponsors.
February through July, 1971, Fr. Carroll traveled in 57 dioceses.
delivered 160 lectures in 28 states and a Canadian province;
200 to 1000 plus at each.

In 180 days he

80 lectures were

Two radio-TV interviews were estimated to reach over

listeners each in East and West.

pub1ic~

with

100,000

In colleges, seminaries, religious houses, etc., 79 re-

ligious groups heard Fr. Carroll, 55 to 100 at each talk.
Agreement was general:

he encouraged persons troubled about developments in Marian

devotion and promoted understanding of Vatican Council II.
summarized by a

Bisho~."Fr.

Hearers' reactions are aptly

Eamon gave a wonderful and harmonious presentation of the Old

and the New Testament ••• showing how ••• findings of modern scriptural scholarship enhance our
appreciation of traditional doctrines concerning our Blessed Mother."
Dark spots were found in the overall picture of American Catholic attitudes toward
Our Lady:

(a) lecture attendance, even on college campuses, showed young people not initial-

ly interested;

those who did attend reacted well, however;

Mary as the great example of faith.

(b) many Catholics fail to see

They show excessive curiosity about private revela-

tions, apparitions, novelty, and apocalyptic threats.

(This is no reflection on the

providential role of Lourdes, Guadalupe, Knock, and other shrines serving the Christian
faith and authentic devotion.)
Bright spots detected were:
Mary's role in salvation;

(a) genuine interest in gaining a fuller understanding of

(b) acknowledgment of parental responsibility - in the spirit

of Mary - to provide religious education for the young.
After the tour, Fr. Carroll summarized his findings:

"I am convinced that after this

difficult time we will have a deeper understanding of Mary ••• the faithful woman who in a
singular way was given to the Church by God as the type of faith, charity, and perfect union
with Christ" (Lumen Gentium, n.63, from St. Ambrose).
IV - COOPERATING WITH U.S. BISHOPS IN SUPPORT OF MARIAN PASTORAL
In 1970, the U.S. hierarchy, meeting in Washington, D.C., heard the suggestion for a
Pastoral on Mary.

Next year an Episcopal Committee on the project was formed with a team
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of theological consultants.

1

Among them was Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm., whose Marian

tour in 1971 made him a natural choice.
Center.

He did most of his work in our San Francisco Marian

Our staff did the secretarial work.

It took two years to ready the Pastoral.

The Marian Center's involvement in the project included: 1) 1972 - notified every member of the U.S. hierarchy of readiness to support the Pastoral by communication with universities, seminaries, lay groups, etc.;

2) 1973 - January: sent word to every U.S. pastor

about the Pastoral; joined with the Mariological Society of America sending material to
associates and members;

prepared 165 articles on

.~ry

in folio form,

2

circulating lists

nationwide (topics included: Mary in the Bible, Scriptural Rosary, Eastern Orthodoxy and
Theotokos, Protestant Attitudes, etc. - these would provide in-depth Marian material, free);
proclaimed 1973 a "Year of Faith With Mary, Model of Faith";

3) 1974 - before the Pastoral

"Behold Your Mother" appeared, our Center contacted the nation's news media, Catholic and
secular, with supportive publicity;
many states.

4) 1975 - requests for folios come to our Center from

Orders are filled promptly, no charge, voluntary donations.

Our Center

serves as a school, making Marian studies possible anywhere the postal service can reach.

Section Three
A- OUR WORK WORLDWIDE
I - International Marian Congresses and Our Marian Center
, Our Marian Center plays no part in initiating or organizing Mariological or Marian
Congresses.
Rome.

That is done by the Holy Father and the International Pontifical Academy in

But in some instances our Center does become involved.

That is because the writer,

as President of the Commission, is also a member of the U.S. Organizational Committee.
Therefore, our Center plays a considerable part in communications and in ancillary programs.
Since 1950, Congresses (International) have been held in Rome, Lourdes, Lisbon, Santo
Domingo, and Zagreb.

Our Center had a part in all, but particularly in the Santo Domingo

Congress in 1965.

1. Pastoral Committee: Cardinal John J. Carberry, chairman. Archbishop Timothy Manning,
Los Angeles. Archbishop Humberto S. Medeiros, Boston. (Now both Cardinals.) Bishops:
David M. Maloney, Wichita, Kansas. John Dougherty, Newark. William Baum, then Missouri,
now ordinary, Washington, D.C. Consultants: Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.C8rm. Rev. F. M.
Jelly, O.P., Washington, D.C. Rev. Richard Kugelman, C.P., Long Island, N.Y. Magr. Tbomas
B. Falls, Pennsylvania. Rev. Hugh O'Connell, C.SS.R., Missouri. Rev. Thomas McDonough,
Shrine Director, l~ashington, D.C.
2. Folios run to as many as 20 pages.

A list is available.
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II - Santo Domingo and the Workers' Village
Selected by Pope Paul VI, Santo Domingo
of a Marian Congress.
the New Testament."

1

became the first Western Hemisphere site

The scholars' Uario10gica1 Congress (March 18-25) discussed "Mary in
The popular Marian Congress celebrated "Mary, Mother of the Church."

Pilgrims from Europe and the Americas thronged the Shrine of Our Lady of Altagracia. 2
These Congresses were memorialized by erection of 70 homes 3 for destitute Dominican
people near Higuey, where, on January 31st, the feast day of Our Lady of Altagracia, heartwarming ceremonies take place.

These homes constitute Villa Nazaret.

encouraged and directed the drive for this project.
tors donating $10,000 for ten homes ($1,000 each).

Our Marian Center

Pope Paul headed the list of contribuHe also gave his Apostolic Blessing.

Following is his letter (condensed) to the Apostolic Nuncio:
With lively satisfaction the Sovereign Pontiff learned that, on
the occasion of the forthcoming Fourth International Mariologica1
Congress and the Eleventh International Marian Congress at Higuey,
in the Dominican Republic, there will be undertaken the construction of a new village, named after Nazareth, to provide homes for
the destitute families now suffering

poverty in the neighborhood

of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Alta Gracia, where the Congresses
will meet •••

Indeed, this imitation of the example given us by

the Blessed Virgin and the ever broadening proclamation of her
prerogatives cannot help but inspire works of timely and efficacious charity for the restoration of true brotherhood among men •••
inspired by and realized in the diffusion of justice, goodness and
peace, not only among the classes of society but, also among the
nations of the world •••

Moreover, as a pledge of divine favor upon

all who support and who will in the future support the "Villa Nazaret"
at Higuey, as upon all who grant it their collaboration, He imparts
from His heart to them, to Your Excellency, to the zealous Bishop of
Higuey and to the religious and civil authorities of the beloved
Dominican nation, His Paternal Apostolic Blessing.
With the assurance of my high regard and cordial esteem, I remain
Devotedly yours in Christ,
A. G. CARDINAL CICOGNANI
1. The capital city contains Santa Maria La Menor, the oldest cathedral in the Americas, in
which the body of Columbus is said to be entombed.
2. The new shrine was nearing completion~its predecessor, of rough hewn stone, was erected
in 1569.
3. The one-story houses have three bedrooms, kitchen, living room, dinette, bathroom, and a
covered patio.
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B - RETROSPECT, PROSPECT
I - Financing the Marian Center for 25 Years
Be prepared for a miracle.
Our Marian Center has had no budget, no money-making events.
Lady. Necessary funds and volunteers appeared as needed.
Rent?

None...

It relies on that Great

Prior to 1960 we had space in offices of St. Boniface Parish and
1

St. Anthony Dining Room.
After 1960 an ex-classroom in the vacant school building became
a beautiful office. We paid only for light and phone.
Salaries?

Up to 1960, Parish and Dining Room staff and volunteers handled Marian work

too. After 1960, a paid secretary-librarian was essential. Large donations (such as
$4,000 on opening day) and unattached funds took care of the one salary.
Lecture tours? Benefactors paid in voluntary donations.
Stationery and printing? Promoted by "Clients of Mary."
Volunteers and voluntary donations took care of daily activities, communications, postage, literature, events, studies, lectures, seminars, ceremonies, festivals, rallies, novenas, etc.
Do you call it a miracle?
Queen?

Or is it the to-be-expected provident aid of our Center's

II - General Conclusion
During the Center's 25 years, the Church has seen Mary in light and shadow.

In the

1950s great devotion, many forms of Marian piety, novenas, crusades, sacramentals, etc.,
were common among American Catholics. Next came the Assumption definition (1950), Immaculate Conception Centennial and Marian Year (1954), Lourdes Centenary (1958), Pope John's
(1958-63) Marian documents (more numerous than those of Pius XII). 2
"Then,1I to quote Cardinal Carberry, lIalmost overnight, there was a falling off of the
old devotions; even some of the teachings of Our Lady were challenged." Providentally,
Vatican Council II placed Mary solidly in the Constitution of "The Church."
Newspaper headlines said Mary was downgraded, and confused many;) people, clergy
and laity, Catholic and non-Catholic, were disturbed, even shocked. A "Marian silence"
SQt in. Our Center remained as "a voice (in Mary's cause) crying out in the desert."
1. St. Anthony Dining Room, a charitable project organized and directed by the Franciscan
Fathers at 121 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, which has served over 11,000,000 free, balanced meals to the hungry poor since October 4, 1950.
2. We recall Pope John's Rosary meditations, his teachings on Mary as our spiritual mother,
his Convocation of the Ecumenical Council that said so much about the role of the Mother of
God in man's salvation.
3. What went unnoticed in the reports was the remarkable accord about Our Lady's place in
relationship to Christ and the Church in this Council's very first document (Constitution
on the Sacred Liturgy, Dec. 4, 1963).
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This report shows what it attempted and accomplished, faithful to its objective.
study of Mary was for it a science and a love.

The

It kept up its lectures, studies, devo-

tions, and added hundreds of books and periodicals to its Library,l making it the largest
such collection west of the Marian Library, Dayton, Ohio.

Archbishop McGucken approved

the Library as "well organized and efficient ••• providing deeper knowledge and appreciation
of our Blessed Mother."
We close with the kind words of Rev. Roger M. Charest, S.M.M.: lithe Marian Center in
the San Francisco

parish of St. Boniface is another proof of the traditional Franciscan

devotion to Our Lady."
III - The Future of the San Francisco Marian Center and Library
What is ahead for our Center?

Not a building, not more personnel!

We plan to con-

tinue our apostolate in the service of Mary and her Divine Son with this emphasis: We want
to create Marian Centers everywhere 2 by supplying all available materials and whatever
"know-how" the years have given us.
We envision Centers of two kinds:
(1)

Places - with well catalogued libraries with the Holy Bible, Christological and

~mriological

ing of the Church;

(2)

material, according to the authentic teach-

museums, Marian pictures, ikons, statues from all

nations;

also with devotions in harmony with Sacred Scripture and

liturgy;

also emphasizing Mary with her Divine Son.

Persons - dedicated people of all ages striving to maintain a Marian
Center within their souls through,
a) authentic knowledge of Christ and Mary,
b) proper liturgical and private devotion,
c) attainment of the degree of consecration suited to the
age, education, strength, and state of life of each person.

Our Center looks forward not to a hilltop shrine of stone, but to a basilica of souls
with Mary in the mind and heart of the faithful throughout the world.

IV - How MARY Became the CENTER
With joy and admiration we recall the glorious moment when it all began.

The Angel

Gabriel appears, bringing that history-making message, "The Virgin Mary is to be the
Mother of the Messiah, the Savior."
She asks, "How shall it happen?"

1. A sizeable number of valuable books are in English, German, Spanish, French and Latin.
2. Our Marian Center has assisted in starting such Centers in Australia, Chicago and Boston.
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The answer, "By the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit."

"Mary knows Isaiah's prophecy regarding the Virgin Birth of the Messiah; she senses
what God wills to accomplish ::f.n her and through
her. Though the veil is not fully lifted
,
from His plans, she submerges her will int~ God's without reserve. With touching humility
and trusting, loving surrender, she utters the greatest words of her life with complete
awareness and determination, 'Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according
to Thy Word!' (Luke 1:38)
"Then quiet reigns in the cell of God's Bride. The power of the Most High casts its
shadow over the purest of earth's daughters. Under the veil of the mystery, the sprout
from the root of Jesse is implanted in virgin soil, to grow unto the hour of Bethlehem.
Sunk in loving adoration, the Mother of God conceives the Son of Man. The Angel departed
silently without disturbing the quiet of that tremendous moment ••• "l
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